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Dead  Sea  Scrolls  to  appear  in  Mobile 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  The  Gi^ 
Coast  Explorevun  Science  Center  in 
Mobile  has  been  selected  by  the 
Israeli  Antiquities  Authority  (lAA) 
to  host  the  traveling  Dead  Sea  Sarolls 
exhibit  January  20  to  April  24, 2005. 

With  assistance  from  New  Orlear\s 
Seminary,  the  E)mloreum  will  dis¬ 
play  12  authentic  Dead  Sea  scrolls  on 
loan  from  the  lAA.  "These  are  the 
oldest  surviving  texts  of  tlie  Bible... 
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Israel  to  view  die  actual  scrolls,  cmd 
now  diey  are  going  to  be  ri^t  here  in 
our  own  backyard/’  Ortiz  said.  'It  is  a 
unmue  opportunity  for  Christians." 

Tile  exhibit  includes  seven 
2,000-year-old  biblical  scrolls  with 
the  oldest  surviving  text  of 
Genesis,  Leviticus,  Numbers, 
Deuteronomy,  Psalms,  Isaiah,  and 
JeremiiJlpJQliyKdi^^^B  h^agments 
are  from  sectarian  documents  , 

found  at  the  Qumran  site  in  Israel. 

One  of  29  E)euteronomy  fragments 

found  at  Qumran  —  tne  one  that 

will  be  displayed  in  Mobile  — 

the  only  one  to  include  all  Ten 

Commandments.  displayed  in  N 

The  scrolls,  discovered  near  the 
Dead  Sea  by  a  shepherd  boy  in  1947,  rep-  scrol 
resent  the  most  important  nnd  in  the  his-  then 
tory  of  biblical  arcnaeology.  Excavations  texts 
at  the  site  uncovered  100,000  scroll  frag-  time 
ments  stored  in  clay  jars  in  a  desert  cave,  the  S( 
The  discovery  and  resulting  research  has  rary 
confirmed  and  helped  insure  the  reliabil-  Naza 
ity  of  the  Old  Testament  text  found  in  His  f 
modem  translations  of  the  Bible.  IT 

"This  event  is  phenomenal  because  in  sia 
people  can  go  to  the  exhibit,  look  at  the  39-in 


Its  1 1Q5  Psalms  (top)  and  4Q54  Isaiah  will  be 


Photo  courtesy  of  the  Israel  Antiquities  Authority) 
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Another  institution  falls 


Although  the  debates  on  many  Psychological  Study 
important  moral  and  social  of  l^bian.  Gay,  and 
issues  are  routinely  swept  under  Bisexual  Issues, 
the  rug  these  days  by  Big  Media,  the  lack  which  is  a  division 
of  attention  paid  to  one  of  the  most  far-  of  APA  focusing  on 
reaching  stories  of  the  past  few  weeks  bor-  homosexual  issues, 
ders  on  nothing  less  man  malfrasance.  A  •  Working  Group 

natiorud  political  convention  and  fresh  member  overly 
attacks  in  Iraq  were  no  excuses  for  failing  Green  served  as 
to  inform  Ae  American  public  about  the  tor  of  Psychological 
monumental  capitulation  of  the  American  Perspectives  on 
Psychological  Association  (APA)  to  back-  Lesbian  and  Gay 
room  poutics  and  professional  intimida-  Issues,  published  by 
tion  in  approving  of  same-sex  marriage.  Sage  I^blications  in 

I^'Prohimting  civil  marriage  for  2000. 

same-sex  coupes  is  discriminatory  •  Working  Group 
and  unfairly  denies  couples,  their  member  Kristin 
children  and  odier  members  of  their  Hancock  developed 
families  die  legal,  financial,  and  the  APA’s  Gvude- 
social  advantages  of  civil  mar-  lines  for  Psycho- 
riage,"  according  to  a  resolution  therapy  with  Les- 


kavins  riaeccp  *me  pseviour 
fuocx,  -WE  sewr-  APPoiMrfP 
SHSVHeep  M0W6S  ON,  aMee  omimc 
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saeeR. 
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nage,  accordmg  to  a  resolution  merapy  wim 
pass^  July  28  by  the  APA  Council  bian.  Gay,  an< 
of  Representatives  during  their  sexual  Clients,  a 
annual  meeting  at  a  posh  resort  in  a  founding  me 
Hawaii.  "The  APA  also  opposed  of  APA's  homoi 
discrimination  against  lesbian  or  al  issues  divisio 
gay  parents  adoption,  child  custody  •  Lawrence 
and  visitation,  foster  care,  and  Kurdek  serves 
reproductive  health  issues,"  a  later  the  editorial  b 
press  release  reported.  of  Contempc 

The  APA  thus  joins  the  American  Perspectives  on 
Psychiatric  Association  in  the  politi-  bian,  Gay,  anc 
cally  correct  cleansing  of  cill  stigma  sexual  Psycholc 
surrounding  homosexuality  and  the  practice  •  Wor 

thereof  in  aU  its  various  forms.  What  a  pi^.  Group  mei 

What  an  outrage,  as  detailed  by  the  Candace  A.  M< 
National  Associanon  for  Research  and  lough  is  a  les 
Therapy  of  Homosexuality  (NARTH),  who  was  pro 
which  according  to  its  web  site  seeks  "to  with  her  partn 
provide  psychmogical  understanding  of  the  Washingtoi 
the  cause,  treatment  and  behavior  patterns  McCullough  a 
associated  with  homosexuali^,  within  the  deaf;  they  ch( 
boundaries  of  a  dvil  public  di^ogue."  artificially  inse 
The  organization  offers  the  Following  a  deaf  donor,  \ 
observations  about  the  APA-appointed  ly  that  that  the 
committee  that  formulated  the  resolution.  The  pair  was 
the  Working  Group  on  Same-Sex  Families  two  hearing-in 
and  Relationships;  The  composi 

•  The  chair  of  the  Working  Group,  obviously  doesi 
Armand  Cerbone,  was  inducted  into  the  balance  and  im| 
Chicago  Gay  and  Lesbian  Hall  of  Fame  in  ical  activists  ta 
2003.  He  has  jdso  received  an  award  for  are  giving  us  th 
distinguished  service  to  die  homosexucil  on  the  issues 
movement  by  the  Society  for  the  President  Jose 
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Guest  Opinion:  I 

Win  or  lose, 

H 

it's  up  to  us 

By  Milton  Spotts,  pastor 

Bartahatchie  Church,  Caledonia 

Chaplain  shares  memories  of  Iraq  service 


-  rONTE  VEDRA,  Fla.  (BP)  —  On  behalf  of  the  mill- 
Noting  that  America's  freedom  tary  still  serving  in  the 
nearly  230  years  ago  did  not  Middle  East,  Bratton  said 
come  without  loss  or  life,  a  for-  their  biggest  need  is  to 
naer  Army  chaplain  who  was  know  the  American  peo- 
with  the  first  troops  to  enter  pie  support  them  and  that 
^ghdad  last  year  said  people  the  country  "stays  united 
optical  of  the  war  in  Iraq  should  to  fulfill  the  cause.  I  think 
take  a  few  cues  from  history.  —  from  a  soldier's  stand-  m  ^ 
t  "Go  back  and  look  at  now  point,  they  need  to  know 
itrany  Americans  lost  their  lives  that  their  country  is  uni- 
tor  freedom  m  1776,"  Huey  fied  behind  them.  When 

OTatton  said.  "It  takes  loss  of  they  are  over  there  being 

life  —  and  sometimes  a  lot  of  it  shot  at  every  day,  they 
^  to  maintain  freedom."  don't  need  to  hear  on  the 

Bratton,  who  was  a  chaplain  news  that  we’re  divided  ##  5 

for  the  3rd  Infantry  Division  on  the  issue.  IR> 

out  of  Fort  Stewart,  Ga.,  spoke  "My  prayer  need  would 
about  his  experiences  in  Iraq  at  be  that  our  soldiers  can  see  BB 

The  Church  at  Ponte  Vedra  in  us  over  here  united  and 
the  coastal  town  just  outside  of  supportive  for  what  they 
Jacksonville,  Fla.  Bratton  is  are  doing,  [but]  I  don'^t  FAITH  AMID  FIRE 

now  associate  pastor  of  family  think  they  are  seeing  that  in  Iraq,  shows  a  slide 

life/youth  at  First  Church  in  100%,"  Bratton  said.  dier  before  the  push 

Richmond  Hill,  Ga.  Duri^  his  presentation - 

Including  the  iimocent  Iraqis  at  the  Fforida  church,  Bratton  before  the  war 
who  have  died  since  coalition  showed  slides  of  his  experiences  slide  showee 
forces  entered  Iraq  in  March  while  'easing"  through  the  another  chaplc 
2003,  Bratton  said  perhaps,  deserts  of  Kuwait  and  Iraq  on  a  a  makesl^  b 
l^ause  of  the  recent  "sacrifice  of  21-day  road  trip  to  Baghdad.  chuckled,  recj 
life,  maybe  the  haqis  won't  ever  In ’’civilian'*^  ministry  for  11  other  chaplai 
again  have  the  kinefof  loss  which  years  after  serving  in  elec-  who  typic^y  < 
they've  experienced.  "They’re  tronic  warfare  for  the  Navy,  believer’s  bapt 
ready  for  the  challenge,"  he  said.  Bratton  said  he  told  his  wire  to  immerse  on 
About  the  terrorists  who  one  night  shortly  after  the  Finished  for 
seem  resolved  to  oppose  democ-  Sept.  II  terror  attacks  that  he  said  he’d  alre« 
racy  in  Iraq,  Bratton  insists  they  wanted  to  heto  fulfill  the  mil-  form  back  or 
are  in  toe  minority.  Altoou^  itary's  need  for  chaplains  by  battalion's  higl 
there  were  some  Iraqis  who  volunteering  for  service.  a  new  believer, 

wished  American  forces  ill,  "the  Although  the  war  with  Iraq  lain  to  baptia 
overwheli^g  majority  wanted  was  looming,  it  was  by  no  said  the  man  tc 
us  there,"  Bratton  said  in  an  means  a  sure  thing.  It  beccune  bring  clothes 
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Guidestone  upgrades  site 

DALLAS  (BP)  —  New  and  seasoned  inv< 
GuideStone  Ftoandal  Resources  (formeiiy  the  Anr 
of  the  Soutoem  Baptist  Convention  (SBQ  cannov 
World  Wide  Web  to  view  online  presentations  or 


interactive  online  seminars  for  retirement  pbmnii 
online  and  interactive  presentations  cover  such  key  to 
minkfet^*aitd  Church  employees  as:  Enrollment  in  toe: 
Retirement  Plan,  Advanrages  of  Consolidating 
bivesttnants  and  How  to  Know  If  You  Are  £ 
Appropriate^  for  Retirement.  Using  toase  nAvy 
investors  can  view  the  pcesiMations  or  partidpate  in  y 
active  scminac  in  the  comfort  of  their  Ypme  ot  offiga. 
u  i\eededtekoeew  to  toe  bilesTiet,  a  omwAiNHtoiiiaai 
hear  toe  paaaentation  and  MbotomiMia  Haah  Plater  a 
that  is  avaihUe  aa  a  ^pardoivn|oid,Aawi-totTBn»fl| 
tton  aiaui.lBaiamioitad  about  •^rrrjaarniirM 
bdieve  they  jrS  bea  pcpttoiritesetWBrBjflRnRn 
mMSSfa  and'Chuftto  emplpycB^ 


Paul  Hill,  the  former  Jackson  resident  charged  with  the  murders  of  a 
doctor  and  his  escort  outside  a  Pensacola,  Fla.,  abortion  clmic,  represents  a 
violent  fringe  draggmg  down  toe  entire  anti-abortion  movement,  says  Paul 
Jones,  executive  (urector  of  the  Mississippi  Christian  Action  Commissioit 


Hi^iland  Churdt,  Laurel,  starts  a  starli^t  dtywide  crusade  that  indudes 
NFL  quarterback  Terry  Bradshaw,  humorist  Jerry  Qowa*,  former  Miss 
America  Cheryl  Prewitt  Blackwood,  and  Elvis'  step-brotoer  Rick  Stanley. 


dw^lng  the  Annuity  Bm 
Raiairces  of  toe  Soimisn 
uM  of  toe  new  netne  pent 
The  agency's  headqtMftmi 


At  a  Student  Haining  Uttion  week  at  Ridgecrest  Assembly  in  Norto 
Carolina,  high  schoolers  raise  questions  about  their  relatiotuhip  with 
Christ.  The  segr^ation  question  was  uppermost,  followed  by  questioru 
on  dating,  dancing  in  general,  and  how  to  overcome  shyness. 
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Yol  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following 
prayer  with  God  in 
your  own  words: 

1.  Lorxl,  I  admit  that 
I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins.aiKl  freedom  from  etem^ 

death. 

(/  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to 

forgive  my  sins  and  to  restore 
my  relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  Him. 
(I  receive  Christ  as  my 
Savior  and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him.  to 
them  he  ga\'e  the  right  to 
become  children  cfGod,  even  to 
those  who  believe  in  his  name 
(John  1:12). 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Correction 


In  the  article,  Growing 
Churches  Overflows  Cult- 
shore,  on  page  one  of  the 
August  5*lssue,  Jim  Booth  was 
incorrectly  identifed  as  pastor 
of  Birch  Hill  Church.  James 
Price  is  pastor.  The  Baptist 
Record  regrets  the  error. 


Blended  Service 

In  our  world  of  new  styles  and 
innovative  forms  of  worship  it  is 
not  unusual  to  hear  of  some 
church  that  hcis  a  traditional  ser¬ 
vice,  or  a  (xmtemporeuy  service, 
or  a  blended  worship  service.  As 
a  general  rule  a  blended  service  is 
an  effort  to  bring  together  in  one 
worship  experierKe  some  of  tlw 
old  forniliar  scmgs  and  aspects  of 
worship  and  wittr  some  of  the 
new  music,  fresh  droughts,  and 
melodies.  Sometimes,  when  it  is 
done  well,  the  blended  service 
accomplishes  the  goal  of  trying  to 
satisfy  everybody  s  taste.  There 
are  otfver  times  when  it  is  not 
done  well  when  it  achieves  the 

rl  of  making  everylxxly  mad. 

those  cases  those  who  love 
contemTOrary  modem 

approaches  are  mad  because  of 
the  use  of  die  traditional  cind  the 
traditional  folks  resent  having  to 
tolerate  the  contemporary 
approach.  Sometimes  instead  of 
creating  an  atmosphere  in  which 
everyone  can  have  a  meaningful 
experience  witii  the  Lord,  it  only 
develc^  the  kind  of  atmosphere 
that  allows  all  of  our  baa  atti¬ 
tudes  to  be  on  display.  Of  course, 
that  is  not  the  goal  but  sadly 
sometimes  that  is  the  result. 

Recently,  I  could  not  help 
but  sit  with  a  smile  on  my 
heart  as  I  watched  a  church 
struggle  with  a  different  form 
of  blended  service.  It  was 
Sunday  morning  and  I  was  in 
Ukraine  on  a  mission  trip  with 
the  Singing  Churchmen  of 
Mississippi.  The  church  where 
they  were  going  to  sing  and  I 


T)irecm  ms 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


was  going  to  preach  was  also 

Oto  be  observing  the 
5  Suppler  on  Sunday 
morning.  There  were  over 
1,000  people  in  attendance,  and 
I  was  fascinated  as  they  pre¬ 
pared  to  pass  the  cup  and  the 
Dread.  As  they  started  to  take 
the  cup  to  the  congregation,  I 
noticed  that  there  were  some 
trays  filled  with  the  small  com¬ 
munion  cups  to  which  we  are 
generally  accustomed  and 
there  were  a  good  number  of 
large  silver  chalices  that  were 
also  carried  out  to  the  congre¬ 
gation.  So  as  the  supper  was 
^ared  some  people  were  get¬ 
ting  a  sip  from  the  common 
cup  and  others  were  taking  a 
small  plastic  cup  from  a  tray  to 
remember  His  sned  blood. 

After  the  service  I  was  asking 
one  of  the  ministers  why  they 
used  the  two  different  forms  and 
he  explained  to  me  that  some  of 
the  members,  especicdly  the  older 
members,  believed  that  the 
Lord's  Supper  was  supposed  to 
be  taken  only  in  the  chalice  and 
so  they  pcissed  a  common  cup 
among  the  people.  Others,  possi¬ 
bly  motivated  by  convenience  or 
hymene,  felt  that  it  would  be  best 
to  have  individual  cups  for  the 


members.  In  an  effort  to  meet  all 
the  needs  of  everybody  there 
they  provided  both  the  large 
chalice  and  the  small  cups.  Itweis 
.  a  blended  service,  if  you  wiU. 

After  the  service  as  I  was 
visiting  with  some  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  I  commented  on  the  pro¬ 
cedure  and  it  was  interesting 
to  find  out  what  I  probably 
should  have  already  known  — 
that  is,  the  effort  to  accommo¬ 
date  did  not  satisfy  either 
group.  Folks  in  each  group 
felt  like  everybody  ou^t  to 
join  in  and  do  it  their  way.  It 
doesn't  take  very  long  and 
you  do  not  have  to  trav^  very 
Far  to  find  that  attitude  in 
some  people  about  a  variety  of 
church  issues.  It  may  involve 
the  songs  that  are  sung  or  not 
sung,  or  the  instruments  that 
are  used  or  not  used.  It  also 
could  be  related  to  the  time  of 
service,  or  the  place,  or  the 
dress,  or  the  time"" of  the  offer¬ 
ing,  or  the  design  of  the  bul¬ 
letin.  The  list  can  fill  this 
page.  So  what  is  a  soul  to  do 
in  an  atmosphere  that  seems 
to  be  changing  from  one  day 
to  the  next?  Whether  you  are 
young  or  old,  male  or  female, 
black  or  white,  citified  or 


countrified,  there  is  a  work  of 
Christ  that  ought  to  be  mani¬ 
fest  among  us. 

Be  focused.  By  that  I  mean 
concentrate  on  keeping  your 
attitude  in  line  with  a  Christ- 
like  spirit.  The  exhibiting  of  a 
bad  attitude  is  a  far  worst  testi¬ 
mony  than  a  bad  song. 

Be  flexible.  Some  things 
about  which  we  get  worked 
up  are  nothing  more  than  per¬ 
sonal  preferences.  On  many 
issues  theology  and  biblical 
principles  have  nothing  to  do 
with  our  action  or  reaction.  It 
is  just  what  we  like  or  don't 
like.  Our  likes  and  dislikes  are 
not  necessarily  right  or  wrong. 
Where  in  life  is  grace?  Where 
is  mercy  in  action?  Look  at 
Paul's  position  when  he  said, 
"Be  ye  Kind  one  to  another." 

Fmally,  be  faithful,,.  In  the 
midst  of  all  the  things  with 
which  you  may  be  struggling, 
have  an  unswerving  faimful- 
ness  to  the  loving  Lord  Jesus 
who  continues  to  love  and  care 
for  you  now.  When  we  come  to 
worship  it  is  of  utmost  impor¬ 
tance  that  we  keep  in  mind  that 
our  relationship  with  Jesus  is 
the  issue.  It  is  all  about  Him 
and  not  about  the  hymn.  I  dare 
say  there  is  probably  not  a 
church  in  the  Convention  that 
this  Sunday  will  sing  one  song 
that  Jesus  sang  when  He  went 
to  worship.  That's  okay 
because  tunes  may  chcinge,  but 
our  great  Savior  never  does. 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jachon,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 


NOBTS  bivo  music  class  open  for  enrollment 


August  16  begins  the  fifth 
of  eight  courses  at  nine  loca¬ 
tions  in  Mississippi  spon¬ 
sored  by  New  Orleans 
Seminary  (NOBTS). 

The  eight  courses  are:  (1) 
Song  Leading;  (2)  Worship 
Planning;  (3)  Reading  Music: 
Rhythm/Pitch;  (4)  Reading 
Music:  Harmony/Melody; 
Hymnology;  (6)  Music 
Administration/Staff  Relations; 

(7)  Survey  of  Music  Resources 

(8)  Class  Voice.  These  courses 
are  designed  to  provide  basic 
training  tor  bivocational  music 
directors  and  other  music  lead¬ 
ers  in  churches. 

The  eight  courses  meet  two 
hoursper  week.  Each  course  is 
ei^t  weeks  in  length. 

The  cycle  of  courses  is 
scheduled  over  a  two-year 
period.  Each  course  is  inde¬ 
pendent  and  has  no  prerequi¬ 
site.  Each  student  who  com¬ 
pletes  the  eight  courses  earns 
a  Church  Music  Certificate 
from  New  Orleans  Seminary 
plus  a  credit  of  eight  hours 
toward  an  on  campus  degree 
program.  There  is  a  one-nme 
registration  fee  of  $25.00.  The 
cost  of  each  course  is  $100.00. 

A  $50.00  scholarship  is 
available  for  all  first-time  stu¬ 
dents.  Students  already 
enrolled  are  not  eligible.  The 
grant  is  limited  to  one  person 
per  church. 
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•  Hernando  Baptist  Church, 
Hernando  —  beginningAugust 
16  (7-9  p.m.)  Barry  Tweedy, 
Teacher,  (C)  662-429-6361. 


NEW  ORLEANS 

Baptist  Theologicai  Seminary 


•  Tri-County  Baptist 

Associational  Building, 

Columbia  —  beginning  August 
17  (6:30-8:30  p.m.)  Kenny 
Adams,  Teacher,  (C)  601-87^ 
3436. 

•  Meadville  Baptist  Church, 
Meadville  —  beginning  August 
17  (6:30-8:30  p.m.)  Chuck 
McMinn,  Teacher,  (C)  601-384- 
5215,  (H)  601-384-3717. 

•  Clarksdale  Baptist  Church, 
Clarksdale  —  beginning 
August  16  (7-9  jj.m.)  Hugh 
Plunkett,  Teacher,  (C)  662-624- 
2538,  (H)  662-627-3571. 


The  fifth  course 
"Hymnology"  will  meet  once  a 
week  for  two  hours  for -eight 
consecutive  weeks  at  the  rol- 
lowing  locations  and  times: 

•  Broadmoor  Baptist 
Church,  Madison  —  beginning 
August  16  (7-9  p.m.)  Jimmy 
McCaleb,  Teacher,  (H)  601-924- 
1233. 


Louis  White,  Teacher,  (C)  228- 
896-3796. 

•  First  Baptist  Church, 
Booneville  —  beginning 
August  16  (7-9  p.m.)  LuAnne 
Ford,  Teacher,  (C)  662-728- 
6272. 


•  Winston 
Associational 

Louisville  —  beginning  August 
16  (7-9  p.m.)  ^ave  Tribble, 
Teacher,  (H)  662-773-3969. 

These  classes  could  be  offered 
at  other  locations  in  die  state  also, 
where  8-10  students  are  interest¬ 
ed  in  enrolling.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  contact  Jimmy  McCaleb 
at  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-05.30.  Telephone;  (601).292- 
3273  or  toll-free  outside  Jackapn 
(800)  748-1651,  ext.  273.  E-nudl: 
jmocalebOmbcb.oig. 


Baptist 
Building, 


•  Handsboro 
Church,  Gulfport  —  bei 
August  16  (6:30-8:30 


Baptist 


•  Northcrest  Baptist 
Church,  Meridian  —  begin¬ 
ning.  August  16  (6:30-8:30 
p.nv.1 .  Buddy  McElroy, 
Teacher,  (C)  601-681-6615,  (H) 
August  16  (7-9  p.m,). 
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Ashland  Church,  Ashland, 
conducted  ein  awards  ceremony 
April  4  honoring  2003-04  GA 
members  who  had  complete 
projects  and  learned  the  GA 
motto  ^d  pledge.  Sheri  Shoup 
and  Cindy  Farese  are  leaders. 
Randy  Crews,  Sr.  is  pastor. 

The  children's  choirs  of 
Hillcrest  Church,  ^ram, 
presented  the  musical  Go,  Go 
Jonah!  by  Kathie  Hill  in  May 
for  Children's  Day.  John 
Taylor  is  pastor. 


Wright,  Melanie  Gross,  M2uion 
Autry,  Haley  Breedlove,  and 
Magpe  Lyon. 

Cross  Roads  Church, 
Pelahatchie,  recently  sent  a 


Cross  Roads  Church, 
Pelahatchie,  recomized  their 
lst-6th  grade  GA^s  for  com¬ 
pleting  their  World  Venture 
and  year  round  activities. 
Pictured  are  those  participat¬ 
ing.  Betty  Ensign  and  Meussa 
Stringer  are  leaders. 

The  Mission  Friends  of 
Meadowood  Church,  Amory, 
held  a  Teddy  Bear  Tea  May  26. 
Each  child  brought  teddy  bears 
to  be  donated  to  the  Sav-A-Life 
in  Amory. 

Students  from  the  First 
Church,  Brandon,  youth  choir 
surprise  their  youth  minister, 
Kevin  Cooper,  for  Father's  Day. 
While  he  was  on  a  trip  witn 
graduating  seniors  they 
primed,  painted,  and  redeco¬ 
rated  his  back  porch. 

Poplar  Springs  Church, 
Mendenhall,  completed  their 
first  year  of  the  AWANA  pro¬ 
gram  on  Wednesday  evenings. 
Attendance  averaged  near  200. 
Jack  Woodard  is  pastor. 

The  5th  and  6th  aade  GAs 
of  Bovina  Church,  ^cksburg, 
recently  celebrated  completine 
of  levels  five  and  six  in  Worla 
Ventures.  The  GAs  also  partici- 

Eated  during  the  year  in  col- 
xrting  canned  foods  for  the 
church  food  pantry. 

K  New  Sight  Church, 
Brookhaven,  held  V6S  recent¬ 
ly.  Enrollment  was  92. 

Six  girls  from  Ashland 
Church,  Ashland,  attended 
Camp  Garaywa  during  week 
of  June  14-18.  Pictured  {from  left) 
are  Courtney  Hughey,  Brittany 


MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 
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Topeka  Church,  Jay  ess, 
held  VBS  June  7-11.  TTie  picture 
was  taken  during  family  night. 
Dale  Authement pastor. 
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Mission  Friends  of  Meadowood  Church,  Amory 
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Missions  Team  of  Crossroads  Chiirch,  Pelahatchie 
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GAs  of  Ashland  Church,  Ashland 
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Children's  Choir  Participants  of  Hillcrest  Church,  Bynun 
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VBS  Participants  of  Tbpcka  Churdi,  Jayess 


team  of  19  to  work  with  First 
Church  of  Battle  Mountain, 
Nevada.  The  team  constructed 
4  bunk  houses  for  the  camp¬ 
ground  being  developed  by  me 
d\urch.  John  Vaughn  is  pastor. 


Camp  Garaywa  Participants  of  Ashland 


VBS  Participants  of  New  S^t  Church,  Brookhaven 


.  \ .  -i,  il™*'  ^  « -■  ■  -  I  . 

-It  vX  • 


AWANA  Participants  of  Poplar  Springs  Churdv  Maidenhall 
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Union,  Beaumont:  Revival,  rally,  5  p.m.;  and  worship  ser- 
Aug.  15-18,  7  p.m.;  Calvary  vice,  6:^  p.m.:  Terre, 
ized  Singers,  Tex.,  conducting  ser-  speaker.  For  mrormaobiC 
drld  ^ces.  Wayne  Walley,  pastor.  (Ml)  856-6177. 

inter  * 

,  in  Ebenezei^  Bassfield:  Revival,  Cascilla,  Casdlla:  Revival, 
are  Aug.  15-18;  Sunday,  11  am.,  cov-  Aug.  15-18;  Sunday,  10:45  a.m.  v 
slyn  ered  dish  limch,  followed  by  anci  5:30  p.m.;  Mon.-WBd.,  7 

lana  afternoon  service.  Mon-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Ed  McDaitiel,  speaker; 

age,  Robert  Dunn,  evangelist;  tXike  and  Linda  Barnes,  music; 

;oria  Charles  Jones,  music;  ^ckie  Thomas  Bruce,  pastor. 

Nita  Cooke,  p^tor.  For  iidbrmation, 

n.  call  (601;  736-M73.  Aricadelphia  Church,  Bailey:  • 

Honrecoming,  Aug.  15;  Sunday  2 

irch,  Sylvarena  Church,  Raleigh:  School  10  am.  and  11  am  wor- 
tteld  Revival,  Aug.  15-18;  Svmday,  11  sh^);  fellowship  meal  foUowiiw.  - 

ices.  a.m.,  coverra  dish  meal,  noon,  David  Waites,  speaker;  Jdin  K. 

vere  and  afternoon  service.  Mon.-  Koch,  pastor:  Rar  mformafen 

isan.  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Steve  Hale,  evan-  call  (Ml)  737-20^  ’ 

eelist,  Kandy  McLeod  and  -  . 

Wa^e  Thompson,  music;  First,  Lake:  -RfeviVal,*  Ai<g. 
erty,  Mike  Thompson,  pastor.  15-18;  Sunday,  11  am.'and  ;6 

1-26.  p.m.;  Mon.- Wed.,  7  p.ni-j  •  ; 

ts.  First,  Madison:  One-day  Gordon  Sansing,  Fores^,  j 

worship  rally,  Aug.  15;  Simday,  preaching;  Donnie  and  Cyntiua 
irch,  8:30,  9:45,  and  11  a.m.;  youm  Stuart,  Rock  Bluff,  music. 


GAs  of  First  Church,  Purvis 


day  party. 

Philadelphia  Church, 


June  13.  The  church  took  out  a 
three  year  loan  to  pay  off  the 
present  sanctuare,  but' it  was 
paid  off  ahead  of  schedule  and 
m  only  two  years. 

The  WOM  of  Magee's 
Creek  Church,  Jay  ess,  had 
Brenda  Rowell  speak  on  dte 
rrumy  hats  worn  oy  Christian 
women  recently.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  Lib  Bennett,  Joe 
Holmes,  Nell  Rimes,  Nell 
Yarborough,  Hilda  Mascair, 
and  Dell  ^gee  Clawsorr. 

The  mission  team  from  Shady 
Grove  Qtuiclv  Batcsvilk,  hdd 
badnord  bible  dubs  at  an  apart¬ 
ment  coir^lex  arvl  the  Caware 
Church  Dtepue  in  Pascagoula 
July  26M.  The  team  presented  a 
at  Calvary 


Ebencser  Church  VBS  Partidpants,  Liberty 


WOM  (rf  Magee's  Creek  Churdv  jayess 


Church  July 


GAs  of  WUliamsviUe  Church,  Kosdusko 
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Hillcresl  Church,  New  recognition  service  April  28. 
Albany,  held  a  GA/ Acteen  Pictured  are  the  girls. 
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GAs  of  Hillcrest  Church.  New  Albany 
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QUldren  Bible  DriU  Paitidpants  of  West  Ripley.  Ripley 
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VBS  Paztidpanls  of  Thrasher  Church.  Prentiss 
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Join  in 
in  celebrating 
the  completion 
of  our  new 
Quimby  Pipe  Organ 

S  manuali 

15S  rank  •  9,00(H-  pipea 


I  . 


4S1  North  State  Street 
Jedteoa,  Miadea^pi  39201 
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Coker  Creek  Village  Adventure  A  Retreat  Center  ^ 

A  Christian  facility  for  groups  size  8  to  400 
Activities  include: 

,Raftir>g  the  Ocoee  •  trail  rides  •  climbing  tower  « 

&  nrKMjntain  biking  ^  g 

jb  A  relaxed  mountain  retreat  with:  U 
Creatmeals  •  meeting  rooms  •  bunkhouse  lodging  • 

"  ^  activity  staff  •  300  acres  &  streams  '  ■ 

^  Special  events  include:  ' 

•  Last  Fling  of  Summer  «  the  colors  of  Autumn  • 

Harvest  celebration  A  Wlnterfest  “ 

.  _  j.  Weekend  specials:  arrive  Friday,  leave  Sunday^  7 
Arrh/t  Saturday  noon,  leave  Sunday'  afternoon 
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Youdi  Bible  Drill  Paitidpants 
of  Hrat  Church,  Booneville 


Children  Bible  Drill  Paitidpants  of  nrst  Church,  Booneville 


Graduating  Seniors  of  Concord  Church,  Benton-Uppah  Assn. 


Robert  k,  Betty  Walker 
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First  Church,  Marion,  sent 
a  volunteer  mission  team  to 
^venth  Church,  Baltimore, 
Md.,  to  conduct  a  mission 
sports  clinic  June  21-24. 
Hctured  (from  left,  front)  are 
Trey  Jordan,  David  Curry, 
Mary  Jordan,  Leigh  Ann 
Vaniandingham,  ^ack) 
Wright  Hobgood,  Philip 
Jorc^n,  Zane  Cradic,  Jeremy 
Bamacastle,  Cori  Rowe,  and 
Steve  Jordan,  pastor. 

Concord  Church,  Benton- 
Tippah  Association,  honored 
Rm^  E.  Walker  and  his  wife 
Betty  with  a  special  day  on  July 
4  celebrating  their  22nd 
anniversary  as  pastor. 


Concord  Church,  Benton- 
Tlppah  Assodation,  held  VBS 
May  24-28.  Robert  E.  Wa^r  is 
pastor  and  Gary  Keimedy  is 
the  music  director. 


Concord  Church,  Benton- 
Tippah  Association,  honored 
their  graduating  seniors  with 
a  reception  ana  presentation 
of  bibles. 
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First  Church,  Booneville 
recently  partidpated  in  state 
bible  drills.  Pictured  (from  left) 
are  Suzanne  Ford  and  Andrea 
Hawkins.  Also  pictured  (from 
left)  are  Elizabeth  West, 
Victoria  Scott,  Clint  Hawkins, 
and  Grant  Vandiver.  All  the 
partidpants  passed. 

Navttla  Church,  McComb, 
held  childrens  and  youdi  bible 


drill  recently. 
Pictured  (from  left) 
are  children 
Spencer  Yarbrough, 
Samantha 
Whittington,  Gobi 
Mann,  and 

C  h  a  r  1  e  e  n 
Chandlee,  leader. 
Pictured  (ftom  left) 
are  the  youtii 
Magan  Berry, 
Jessica  Boatwright 
Kristen  Sudduftv 
and  adult  partid- 
pant  Sunshine  Foy. 
All  four  youm 
advanced  to  state 
drill. 
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VBS  Paitidpants  of  Bellevue  Church, 
Pontotoc  Assodation 


Beilevue  Church,  Pontotoc 
Association,  held  VBS  recent¬ 
ly.  Margie  Douglas  was  the 
airector. 


r  ciitoftM 
SaOCHORf 


FACTORV  DIRECT 


VBS  Paitidpaiits  of  Concord  Churdi,  Bcnton-llppah  Assn. 


1400-2514)679 

www,fti<fgl>i<churdiprod,com 

nsemLAMBAPnsmco. 

39n  HIXSOri  PKE  •  CMATTANOOQA.  TN  S7415 


Mission  Team  of  First  Church,  Marion 


ME  MINISTER  OF 

students  position.  Send  resume  to 
Grace  Memorial  Baptist  Church,  minis¬ 
ter  of  students  search  committee,  2412 
|23rd  Avenue,  GuHixirt,  MS  39501 , 
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Youtti  Bible  Drill  Psitidpa^  of  Navilla  Chuidi,  McComb 
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Health  Insurance  Too  Expensive?  Call  our  toll  free  Quote  line  today.. 
We  can  help! 

Major  Hospital  &  Surgical  plan...  Low 

RatesI  Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room, 

Intensive  Care,  Surgery,  optional  benefits  for; 

Doctor's  office  visits.  Prescription  drugs. 

Dental.  Do  you  have  current  Health 
conditions  such  as  High  Blood  Pressure, 
etc...Cali  today!  We  Can  Help! 

Medicare  Supplement  Plans  C, 

F,  &  G...  Low  Rates!  Disability 
Supplement  Available,  RX  Card  included  - 
Senior  Dental  Availablel 

Agentf  needed:  For  complete  details  on  all  plans  including  iimitations  and 
exclusions  call  today.  Not  connected  with  any  Federal  program. 


ChUdfcn  Bible  Drill  Partidpeiils  of  Navina  Chufth,  McComb 


The  BAPivr  RBCCko- 


"Quality  Insurance  Service  for  over  25  years!'' 
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FINALLY  AFFFORDABLE  HEALTH 
INSURANCE  for  the  self  employed.  Call 
(662)  _5£|a-,3^2.  Provided  by  Mega 
lr>suia^,  www.christumer-ins.com. 
AFFOlkOABli  tEACHSiDE  VACATION 
condos,  vvww.gulfshorescondos.com.  All 
sizes,  Fall  special,  2  night  weekerxl, 
$130.00.  Four  weeknights,  $180.00. 
Efficiency  unit  (2  adults  2  kids),  good  9/7 
thru  1(y3l,  (205)  556^368. 


>TAINEU  GLASSWORKS,  INC.,  serv¬ 
ing  MS  A  AL  since  1992.  Call  (800) 
605-2970. 


Christian  owned  home  improvements, 
vinyl  siding,  windows,  metal  roofs, 
patio  covers,  screen/glass  rooms.  (601) 
992-2092  or  (800)  453-2994.  Don  A 

Rita  Sebren,  owners. _ 

CATLINBURC  GETAWAY:  2  BR/2 
bath,  full  kitchen.  Walking  distance  to 
parkway,  $  65/nite.  Call  for  information 
at  (251)  666-2175,  cell  phone  (251) 
689-9982  or  pdlwOwofldnet.att.net. 
HEALTH  INSURANCE  TOO 
EXPENSIVE}  Call  toll-free  today  (800) 


880-2305.  We  can  Helpl  Major 
Medical  Hospital  A  surgical  plan. 
Doctors  office  visits,  prescription  drugs, 
life,  dental,  medicare  supplement,  low 
rates.  Have  current  Health  problems? 
We  can  Helpl  E.  F.  Hutton  Insurance. 
MINISTER  OF  CHILDREN  A  RECRE¬ 
ATION  to  provide  leadership  for  birth 
through  5th  grade  arvf  recreation  for  all 
ages.  Requirements  include  a  four  yuar 
degree;  strong  abilities  in  organization  and 
ministry  experience  in  both  preschool/chil- 
dien  and  recreation.  Servd  resumes  to  FBC 
Ml  oik*,  3200  ML  Olive  Road,  ML  Olive, 
AL  351 1 7,  altn:  search  commIttBe. 


long  diibvioe  corpany.  3.9hiinule,  no  niorlhly 
fees.  No  oodes  or  leRridions,  6  second  billing. 
250000  happy  cuatomers.  IbIMree  (866)  587- 
8346  or  wwwxpvenantphoncsewtoexpm. 
HOPPER  CLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
church  windows,  reworking  arxi  repair. 


NEW  AND  USED  CHURCH  PEWS, 
and  onsite  pew  upholstery.  Call 
(225) 261-5639. 


CHURCH  PEW  Upholstery,  free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 

Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617. _ . 

SEEKING  FULL-TIME  PASTOR,  FIRST 
Baptist  Carmi,  Illinois.  A  traditional  SBC 
church-  strong  mission  history.  Average 
attendance  150,  growing.  F%»tor  avg.  7 
years.  Located  in  southern  Illinois.  Serxi 
resumes  or  contact  to  First  Baptist  Church, 
301  Oak  St.,  Carmi,  II.  62821,  attention 

search  committee. _ 

A  CROWING  SOUTHERN  BAPTIST 
church  in  middle  Tennessee  1$  prayerfully 
seeking  a  full-time  minister  of  music  and 
students.  Please  send  resume  to  the  atlerv 
tion  of  the  personnel  comniittee.  Little 
Hope  Baptist  Church,  225  Little  Hope 
Road,  Clarksville,  Tennessee.  O  email 

lhbchObellsouth.net.  _ 

PARKVIEW  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Alexandria,  Louisiana:  Pulpit  supply; 
Interim  F^storate;  and  fulMfme  Ftetorate. 
Send  resumes  to  pastor  search  committee, 
l^rkview  Baptist  Church,  2101 
MacArthur  Drive,  Alexandria,  LA  71 301 . 


GAs  and  Acteens  of  First  Church,  Olive  Branch 


15-Passenger  Van  Safety 
is  Big  News  these  Days! 


Ufe^by  has  the  lohitioii-A  IS^NMenger 
mini-boB  that  meeta  Fledecal  aafety  stBiidlvd& 
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Just  lok  Tiiu  Rkcorh 


Ted 
Church, 
Louin,  host¬ 
ed  an  appre- 
elation 
reception  for 
Ida  Brown 
June  27.  She 
has  served 


May  2004  to  recognize  all  who 
had  completed  World  Ventures 
and  Missions  Quest  for  the 
year.  Pictured  are  the  girls. 

Pilgrims  Rest  Church, 
Crystal  Springs,  held 
Powercamp,  Fight  the  Good 
Fight,  June  28-July  1.  Eighty- 
seven  children  and  37  staffers 
attended.  Nine  decisions 


all  who 


Brown  ”  , 

director  for 

45  years  as  well  as  being 
instrumental  in  all  the  needs 
of  the  church. 

Katie  Cole  was  recently 
licensed  to  the  chaplain  min¬ 
istry  by  Twin  Lakes  Church, 
Madison.  She  is  a  student  at 
Southwestern  Seminary. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Jim 
Didlake,  '  -  MBCB,  Marlene 
Didlake,  Robin  Keels,  MBCB, 
Cole,  aind  Hugh  Smith,  pastor. 

■  The  GAs  and  Acteens  of 
First  Church,  Olive  Branch, 
had  their  recognition  service  in 


were  made.  Powercamp 
attendees  included  seven 
churches  from  Mississippi 
and  Louisiana  and  the  Copiah 
Association. 

Williamsville  Church, 
Kosciusko,  held  baby  dedica¬ 
tion  on  Fathers  Day.  Pictured 
are  the  participants. 


Williamsville  Church, 
Kosciusko,  held  VBS  recently. 
Twelve  children  accepted 
Christ.  Jerry  East,  pastor,  and 
Doug  Hubbard,  youth  pastor, 
surprised  the  cmldren  and 
parents  with  a  sumo 
wrestling  match. 


The  youth  of  Pilgrims  Rest 
Church,  Crystal  Springs, 
attended  Summer  Xtreme 
Camp,  sponsored  by 
NewSone,  July  12-10  in 
Panama  City  Beach,  Fla.  Over 
1,700  youth  attend^. 
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Jim  &  Mariene  Didlake,  Robin  Keels,  Katie  Cole,  &  Hu^  Smith 


V^MiamsviUe  Church  VBS,  Kosdusko 


Children  of  Pilgiuns  R^.CSuuch,  Crystal  Springs 


Williamsville  Church  Baby  Dedication,  Kosciusko 
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Youth  of  PUgrims  Rest  Church,  Crystal  Springs 
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Poplar  East  Union 
S  p  rings.  Summit,  will  1 
Niendenhall,  Providentials 
H^B^^Hwill  host  Quartet  Aug.  15  at 
Squire  5:45  p.m.  For  infor- 
Parsons  in  mation  and  direc- 
concert  7  p.m.  tions,  call  (601) 
Aug.  20.  783-2418. 

will  be 

Parsons  adiiussion  First  Church, 

'•  charge.  For  Jackson,  reconvenes 

information,  call  (601)  M7-2555.  Grief  Gathering 
'  Aug.  19,  6:30  p.m.. 

Providence  Church,  in  the  Christian  Life 

Grenada  County,  held  VBS  Center  Dining 
June  7-11.  Pictured  are  the  chil-  Room.  This  is  "A 
dren  that  attended.  Safe  Place  to 

Explore  Your 
Children  of  Cliff  Temple  Personal  Grief."  For 
Church,  Natchez,  recently  par- _ 


Youth  of  THnity  Church,  Fulton 


VBS  Participants  of  West  Heights,  Pontotoc 


ticipated  in  the  state  bible  drill 
in  Brookhaven.  Pictured  are 
Corvan  Day  and  Denise 
Collier.  Leaaers  are  Jeanette 
Tisdale  and  Deborah  Collier. 


First  Church,  Okolona, 
conducted  Rickshaw  Rally  in 
VBS  with  178  persons  going 
on  the  far-east  trip  to  find  the 
Son  of  God. 


Groundbreaking  of  Beacon  Hill  Church,  Hattiesburg 


Hurricane  Creek  Church, 
Sandy  Hook,  presented  pastor 
Curtis  Roland  and  his  wife, 
Lanita,  with  a  trip  to  the  Holy 
Land.  The  trip  will  be  in  March 
2005  with  the  Carroll  Roberson 
Ministries.  Presenting  the  cer¬ 
tificate  of  behalf  the  church 
body  is  DeWayne  Ervin. 

Steep  Hollow  _  Church, 
Poplarville,  held  VBS  June 
21-25.  Total  enrollment  was 
254  with  an  average  atten¬ 
dance  of  196.  Barbara  Ann 
Ladner  was  the  director. 
Shannon  Marshall  is  pastor. 

Beacon  Chtuch,  Hattiesburg, 
held  a  moundbreakiig  ceremo¬ 
ny  May^  for  tfie  new  f^owship 
halL  A  hmdraiser  auction  fol¬ 
lowed  for  bake  goods.  Several 
former  pastors  were  present. 

West  Heights  Church, 
Pontotoc  recently  held  VBS. 
The  theme  was  Rickshaw 
Rally  Racing  to  the  Son. 
Pictured  are  Stephen  Evans, 
Hanah  Farris,  Braden  Duke, 
and  Belinda  Young.  David 
Hamilton  is  pastor. 


Corvan  Day  &  Denise  Collier 


Sign  Dedication  Service  at  Gillsbuig  Church,  Gillsbuig 


VBS  Participants  of  First  Church,  Okoloiui 


VBS  Participants  of  Providence  Church,  Grenada  County 


A  sign  dedication  service  was 
held  June  6  at  Gillsburg 
Church,  Gillsbi^.  The  new 
diurch  sign  was  given  in  menu>- 

gof  Marion  D.  and  Mad^  W. 

}peland  by  their  children. 
Piomed  (horn  left)  are  Robbie 
Britt,  pastor,  and  children  Donna 
V^Udnson,  lames  C.  Copeland, 
and  Betty  Slocum. 

ML  Horeb,  Church,  Collins, 
ended  the  VBS  July  4  with  a 
commencement  service  and  fel¬ 
lowship.  They  had  a  ccwkout 
and  fireworks  display. 

Youtii  horn  Trinity  Church, 
Fulton,  spent  tiie  day  at  Dismal's 
Canyon  m  Alabama  July  10. 


Lanita  8c  Curtis  Roland  and  DeWayne  Ervin 


VBS  Participants  of  ML  Horeb  Church,  Collins 


VBS  Participants  of  Steep  Hollow  Church,  Pcrplarville 
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Family  Bible  Study 

Act  Right 

1  Peter  1:13-16,  22-25;  2:1-3, 11-12 


By  Mo  Baker 


I.  Be  Holy  (1  Pe  1:13-16). 

The  basis  for  bdieveis' 

As  parents  of  four  small  chil-  living  hofy  lives  was  the 

saving  woric  of  God  (IPe  and  incoiruptibiUty 

ranmd^lhemcrf^mT^^  1:1-1^  Out  of  leiretence  (Schreiner  2003,  fiTlS 

^mod^oiavioc^  want  them  to  for  vmak  God  has  aooon^lished  conunand  to  love  is  grounded  in 
be  obectot  to  foeir  p^ts  and  for  us,  we  should  be  holy.  Peter  the  saving  grace  of  God  In  contrast 
omCT^admts,  fr^t  othere  wifo  urged  his  readers  to  set  their  hope  to  our  ear^r  lives,  which  will  one 
re^)ect,  aways  tdl  tc  tru^  and,  on  God's  grace  by  preparing  their  day  erul,  the  salvation  foat  believ- 
in  geria^  conduct  foemselves  in  rnirvis  for  action  arid  by  beir\g  self-  ers  esmerierne  is  perrnarient  sirvoe 
ways  that  wor^  n^ct  p^tively  controlled.  VWthout  such  disd-  God  totheduswl5lan"imperish- 
OT  o^  fa^y  Our  objective  plined  thinking,  their  hope  would  able  seed"  (IPe  123).  BecaiMeGod 
ttttough  such  teadring  is  that  our  not  become  a  reality.  Additionally,  has  saved  bdievers  through  His 
children  would  grow  up  to  Peter  demands  that  God's  peopfe  living  and  endurinewordoeliev- 


Baker 


believers.  Peter's  larv- 
guage  indicated  foat 
bdievers  have  been  saved 
in  order  to  love  one  anodv 
er  Love  mgrt  be  from  foe 
heart,  or  sincere  in  its 
expression  toward  others. 
Peter's  thoughts  on 
Christian  love  convey 
permanei^,  oidurarKe, 
and  incorruptibility 
(Schreiner  2003,  ^).  The 


cniidren  would  grow  up  to 
become  responsible  adults. 

The  auoienoe  to  whom  Peter 
wrote  his  epistle  was  young  in 
their  faifo.  In  effect,  they  resembled 
little  children  regarding  their  roiri- 
tual  maturity.  Luce  a  parent,  l4ter 
was  concerned  that  these  bdWers 
understand  how  God  expects 
foem  to  live  and  commit  tnem- 
selves  to  fulfilling  God's  expecta- 
ti(^.  Let's  discover  Peter's  imper¬ 
atives  for  acting  right 


be  hc^.  The  Chri^ian  life  is  not 
passive.  Believers  must  chcose 
daily  to  obey  Gcxl  and  walk  away 


able  seed"  (1  Pe  123).  Becai^  God 
has  saved  bdievers  throu^  His 
living  and  enduring  word/reliev- 
eis  must  choose  to  tove  one  anoth¬ 
er.  Our  salvation  will  never  e>^ire, 
and"  neither  will  Gcxl's  command 


nom  sm.  Ine  pattern  for  believers'  for  His  pecrole  to  love  one  anofoer. 
holiness  comes  ftom  Gcxl  Hinrself, 


whoishokTobehciyistosetcK^e-  HI.  Be  Mature  (1  Pe  2:1-3). 
self  apart  horn  evil  and  for  dedica-  Peter  exhorted  his  readers  to 

tion  to  Gcxl  cast  a^de  everything  in  their  lives 

„  „  ,  that  quenches  a  spmt  of  love  for 

II.  Be  Loving  (1  Pe  1:22-25).  others.  Deliberately  laying  sins 
Genuine  conversion  is  demorv  aside  is  not  a  one-tinre  e^t;  it 
strated  by  showing  love  for  fellow  must  be  practiced  daily  The 


ic  sins  that  Peter  identified  are 
those  that  destroy  scxsal  r^tiotv- 
ships  amcmg  Gcxl's  pec^le. 
"Malice"  may  refer  to  general 
wickedness  or  ill-will  toward  oth¬ 
ers.  "Deceit"  and  "hypocrisy"  are 
to  be  avoided  because  they  both 
allow  falsehocxl  to  enter  into  foe 
Christian  ccxnmunity  "Envy"  is 
foe  desire  to  advance  cxtesdf  at  foe 
opense  of  offieis,  and  "slander" 
refers  to  false  storiffi  or  even  insin¬ 
uations  about  someone  else.  Peter 
prcrfessed  that  maturity  in  Christ 
cxxxirs  when  we  begm  to  hunger 
for  Gcxl's  Word,  ^^hiar  is  like  gcxxJ 
milk  Just  as  bdbies  desire  to  rave 
milk  believers  are  oommarded  to 
crave  foe  Wcxd  of  Gcxl,  whkh  can 
nurture  their  souls  ard  grow  their 
faith.  A  continuous  longing  for 
Gcd's  Ward  validates  one^  salva¬ 
tion  in  Christ  Hungering  and 
thirstmg  for  rxKxe  erf  God's  Word  is 
reasonwle  for  bdievers,  since  we 
have  e>merienoed  how  refieshing 
God  is.  The  desire  to  grow  ^>iritu- 
ally  comes  from  ejqjeriencing 
Gcxl's  kindness,  which  leaves  gen¬ 
uine  believers  wanting  more. 


ship  believers  have  wifo  each 
ofoer,  Peter  elaborated  on  foe 
way  believers  relate  to  ffte  world. 
Believers  are  like  foreigners  in 
this  world  because  of  tr^  rela¬ 
tions^  to  Jesus  Christ.  Peter  did 
not  ident^  specific  sins  wifo 
which  believers  struggle;  instead 
he  mentioned  that  bdievets  are 
to  shun  any  fleshy  denre  ffiat 
seeks  their  destruction. 
Christians  are  in  a  daily  battie 
against  sin  and  evil  desires. 
Winning  ti\is  battle  is  imperative, 
because  unbelievers  are  watch¬ 
ing.  Peter  commarded  his  read¬ 
ers  to  live  exemplary  fives  ^t 
will  cause  unbelievers  to  take 
notice.  'Teter's  hope  was  tfiat 
unbelievers  will  be  compedled  to 
admit  that  the  lifestyle  of  believ¬ 
ers  is  rtuirally  beauti^,  aid  this 
admission  will  bring  to  sav- 

ira  faifo  so  that  Gcd  will  be  glo¬ 
rified  on  the  day  of  judgment" 
(Schreiner  2003,  ll9). 

Acting  properly  involves 
believers  being  holy,  loving, 
mature  and  honorable.  Are  you 
going  to  act  right? 


Explore  the  Bible 

Tripped  up  by  Pride 

2  Kings  20 


IV.  Be  Hon<5rable  (1  Pe  2:11-12).  Baker  is  BSU  Director  at  the 
After  addressing  the  relaticav  University  of  Mississippi  in 


faithful  and  whole¬ 
hearted  trust. 

Hezekiah's  Healing  (2 
Kings  20:4-11) 

Hezekiah's  pr^er 
and  his  tears  moved  Gcd 
to  heal  him.  Isaiah  had 
not  left  the  inner  court- 

T- „  I-  1.  •  j  «>,  yard  before  God  sent 

The  earliest  sm  ever  record-  "trusted  m  the  Lord  hirn  back  with  the  fife- 

ed  was  roo^  in  pride,  and  it  God  of  Israel"  (18:5).  It  Carraway  ^storing  message  that 
has  plagued  humanl^d  ever  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  to  He  had  heard  foe  king's  prayer, 
smee.  Pnde  m  accomplishment,  see  his  reaction  to  this  The  verb  "heard"  imp&s  not  nist 
pnde  m  prasessions  IS  not  only  announcement — he  prayed,  hearing,  but  responding.  Not 
prevalent  but  even  encouraged  Turning  his  face  to  the  wall  was  cxily  would  He  heal  tiie  long  ard 
m  our  nation  texlay.  Pride  is  the  a  simple  attempt  at  privacy  as  adcl  15  more  years  to  his  fife,  but 
^posite  of  humiDty,  the  virtue  he  turned  his  heart  to  God.  He  would  also  deliver  him  from 
(kd  most  wariteus  to  cultivate  With  tearful,  deep  emotion  he  foe  Assyrians.  Gcd  would  do 
m  our  spmtual  fives.  spoke  directly  toYahweh,  call-  even  more  than  Hezekiah  had 

„  ,  ^  ,  ing  Him  by  Itis  covenant  rtame.  asked  for  "My  sake  ard  for  tiie 

HureiAH  s  Prayer  (2  Kings  He  reminded  the  Lord  of  his  sake  of  my  servant  David"  (v.  6). 
^^,/T  ^  u.  j  faithfulness  and  wholehearted-  Hezekiah  was  healed  miracu- 

I  I.  I  days  (v.  1)  most  ness.  He  had  sought  to  serve  lously  and  medicinally  with  a 

likely  meant  this  episcde  the  Lord  with  his  whole  being  fig  poultice,  an  ancient  treat- 
occurred  rafore  Sennacharib's  and  had  done  "what  is  good^  ment  for  infected  sores 
inv^ion  erf  Jerusalem  Hezekiah,  (v.  3).  We  have  already  s^died  Requesting  a  "sign"  that  God 
^1^  of  Judah,  was  terminally  one  of  Hezekiah's  eloquent  would  do  wlwt  He  had 
m  Thr^gh  Isaiah  the  propl^,  prayers  (19:15-19).  An  intimacy  promised  was  common  among 
the  LoM  wam^  him  to  put  his  with  God  like  Hezekiah's  does  tiie  Israelites.  Tigris  were  mira- 
aftairsm  order  because  he  would  not  come  on  demand.  It  comes  des  ttiat  simifieeffoat  what  God 
not  recover.^  from  the  habitual  practice  of  had  said  nfe  would  indeed  do. 

A  man  s  Mart  is  often  seeking  the  presence  of  Gcxl  in  Hezeldah  was  given  a  choice  of 
revealed  at  such  tames  of  dev-  prayer  and  being  humble  in  two  signs.  He  chose  tiie  one 
astahng  cu-cumstances.  His  presence.  It  corrres  from  a  which  was  mnn.  Hifficnif  anA 


’  Carrawa) 


Hezekiah,  one  of 
Judah's  best  kings, 
"trusted  in  the  Lord 
God  of  Israel"  (18:5).  It 
is  not  surprising,  therefore,  to 
see  his  reaction  to  this 
announcement — he  prayed. 
Turning  his  face  to  the  wall  was 
a  simple  attempt  at  privacy  as 
he  turned  his  heart  to  Gexi. 
With  tearful,  deep  emotion  he 
spoke  directly  toVahweh,  call¬ 
ing  Him  by  I-fis  covenant  name. 
He  reminded  the  Lord  of  his 


the  Lord  warned  him  to  put  his 
affairs  in  order  because  he  would 
not  recover. 

A  man's  heart  is  often 
revealed  at  such  times  of  dev¬ 
astating  circumstances. 


piesenoe.  It  conaes  from  a 


tile  Israelites.  Tigris  were  mira¬ 
cles  tiiat  simifiecftiiat  what  Gcxl 
had  said  He  would  indeed  do. 
Hezekiah  was  riven  a  choice  of 
two  signs.  Ife  chose  ^  one 
which  was  more  difficiilt  and 


absolutely  definitive.  The  shad¬ 
ow  moved  backwards.  Only 
God  could  do  that. 

Hezekiah's  Pride  (2  Kings 
20:12-21) 

Pride  is  misplaced  and  sirrful 
when  we  lose  our  focus  on  God 
and  take  tiie  credit  to  personal 
accomplishments  and  posses¬ 
sions.  Even  in  our  churenes,  we 
may  emphasize  "our"  accom- 
plisnments  arxi  activities  ratixr 
than  giving  glory  to  God.  Pride 
is  easer  to  recognize  than  to 
define.  It  is  easer  to  see  in  ofoeis 
that  in  oneself. 

Second  Chronicles  32:25 
says  that  Hezekiah's  "heart 
was  proud"  and  he  "didn't 
respond  according  to  the  ben¬ 
efit  that  had  come  to  him." 
After  his  miraculous  recovery, 
he  received  a  delegation  from 
the  king  of  Babylon.  Perhaps 
flattered  by  this  attention, 
perhaps  hoping  to  impress 
foem,  perhaps  seeking  a  polit¬ 
ical  alliance,  Hezek&i  gave 
foem  a  guid^  tour  of  lus  cap¬ 
ital,  his  treasuries,  and  all  that 
he  possessexi. 

Gcxl  sent  Isaiah  to  ask  the 
king  questions  designed  to  con¬ 
front  him  with  his  ^  of  fcxilish 


pride.  God's  purpose  was 
redemptive.  To  correct  a  prob¬ 
lem,  one  must  first  recognize  it. 
A  second  purpose  was  to  reveal 
its  consequences.  To  "Hear  the 
word  of  foe  Lord"  (v.l6)  was  to 
accept  Gcxl's  disdpfine.  One 
day  all  foe  riches  of  Judah 
would  by  carried  off  by  the 
Babylonians.  In  a  little  over  a 
century,  noticing  would  be  left. 
Hezeki^'s  response  is  some¬ 
what  difficult  to  interpret,  but  2 
Chronicles  assures  us  that  "he 
humbled  himself." 

It's  hard  to  overlcxik  foe 
similarities  of  David  and 
Hezekiah.  Both  were  gcxlly 
kings,  wholehearted  in  theu- 
relationship  wifo  Gcxl.  Bofo 
sinned.  TOth  were  rebuked 
by  God  through  prophets. 
Both  suffered  the  conse- 

auences,  and  bofo  accepted 
\e  Lord's  correction. 

Much  that  is  worfowhile  can 
be  found  in  Hezridah.  His  many 
accompfiahments  are  detailed  in 
2  Chrcxucles  3227-30.  Gcxl  for- 

fave  Hezekiah.  Yfe  must  also. 

ven  tile  best  of  us  can  and  will 
be  tripped  by  the  sin  erf  pride. 

Carrawav  is  member  of  First 
Church,  Wiggins. 


Baptist  vols  reach  out  to  Pittsburg's  lost 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)  — 
HandsH>n  missions  opporttinities 
continued  in  full  swing  dus  sum¬ 
mer  as  Woman's  Missionary 
Uruon  (WMU)  volunteers  trav¬ 
eled  to  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  for 
MissionsFEST  June  20-26,  and 
FamilyFEST  Jur»e  23-26. 

Approximately  165  volun¬ 
teers,  Including  27  families,  came 
toge^er  from  12  states  to  help 
wim  Backyard  Bible  clubs,  sur¬ 
veys,  block  parties,  light  con¬ 
struction,  landscaping,  repairs, 
prayerwalking,  and  food  prepa¬ 
ration  at  a  children's  camp.  Some 
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volunteers  even  got  to  pfant  and^^^^^H 
pick  vegetables  on  an  eight-acre 
food  farm  for  the  Pittsburgh 
Food  Bank.  In  aU,  there  were  i5 
diderent  ministry  sites. 

Bruce  and  Melanie  Ward,n^^H| 
along  with  sons  Evan,  age  14, 

Forrest,  age  12/  and  ^year-old 
daughter  Madeline,  flew  from 
Pramdlle,  Ala.,  to  particmate  in^^^H 
their  second  FamilyFEST. 
Following  a  great  experience  at^^^^l 
FamilyFffiT  m  San  Antonio  in 
2003,  die  Wards  were  eager  to 
serve  again  as  a  family.  Backyart 

"We  feel  it's  ve^  important - 

to  teach  our  children  about  missions, 
about  giving  their  lives  to  serve  others 
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Bruce  and  Melanie  Ward,  members  at  First  Church,  Prattville,  Ala.,  lead 
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'We  have  had  ongoing  outreach  efforts 
and  prayerwalking  m  this  area  for  years, 
but  until  this  weekend,  there  seemed  to  be 
litde  progr^,"  she  said.  "MissionsFEST 
and  FamilyFKT  have  been  incredible." 

Hart  added  that  this  opportunity  also 
helped  increase  awareness  of  mow  challeng- 
ingit  is  to  reach  people  for  Christ  up  here.'^ 
Both  the  neea  and  the  opportunities  are 
m«at  in  Pittsburgh.  According  to  Lamar 
Duke,  associational  missionary  for  the 
Baptist  Association  of  Southwestern 
Pennsylvania,  there  are  three  million  p^ 


with  my  kids,"  Ward  said.  'It's  more  impor¬ 
tant  than  soccer  practice,  choir  practice  ... 
and  to” serve  our  Lord,"  Melanie  Ward  that's  what  I  need  to  be  doing, 
said.  "There's  no  better  way  to  do  that  "Children  need  to  see  their  mom  and 
than  to  model  missions  to  them,  to  show  dad  setting  an  example  of  helping  and 
them  by  example  how  to  minister  to  oth-  serving  others.  As  parents,  that's  what 
ers  and  proclaW  the  good  news  of  Jesus  we  are  nere  for ...  to  teach  our  children  to 
Christ.  We  are  just  carrying  out  what  the  live  out  their  purpose  in  life,  to  love  oth- 
Lord  has  askea  us  to  do."  ers  and  see  others  through  Christ's  eyes," 

The  Wards  helped  lead  music  and  crafts  she  added.  "This  is  the  legacy  we  want  to 
and  presented  Bible  stories  and  the  plan  of  pass  along." 

salvation  to  about  15  children  at  three  The  V^rds  also  spent  several  after- 
Backyand  Bible  clubs  at  the  home  of  a  noons  helping  prepare  for  Vacation  Bible 
member  of  Udceside  Church  in  McMurray,  School  at  ^keside  Church,  where  Larry 
Pa.  Their  son,  Evan,  also  brought  his  pup-  and  Melanie  Hart,  Mission  Service  Corps 
pet  ministry  to  entertain  the  children.  volunteers  with  the  North  American 

"When  I  see  my  kids  painting  pots  with  Mission  Board,  are  members  and  Larry 
other  Idds,  or  having  kids  sit  in  their  laps  serves  as  associate  pastor.  Melanie  Hart 
while  Bruce  and  I  read  Bible  stories,  I  am  said  it  was  exciting  and  encouraging  to 
reminded  that  missions  work  is  the  great-  see  how  God  used  volunteers  in 
est  thing  in  Ae  whole  world  I  could  do  Pittsburgh  throughout  the  week. 


C/ue.  Z-  D 

Have  fun  with  cryptography 
atxfi  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James 
Version  Bible  verse  has  been 
encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve 
by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle:  Haggai  2:5 


^  "It  was  great  for  our  kids  to.  see 

f  WM  needed  ana  appreciated  they  were^ 

‘  '  D  Ellis,  who  serves  tne 

fOaaliiraiHBB  American  coordinator  for 

WMU.  "FamilyFEST  was  a  -'wdin^ 
time  my  daughters  of  boa 
teamwork  increased  awanM^ 
missions  hearing 

end  praying  for  missions."'.;  f 

Membere  of  ZIbn  Hills  Full  Gospel  Church  In  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  join  hands  to  pray  with  For  more  information  on 
»rgla.  North  Carolina,  and  Texas  during  the  block  party  that  was  part  of  the  Woman's  FamilyFEST  or  MissiorisFESropoMM 


